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SAMPLE Q&A

Pine City
Press

What was it about Grunge that interested you?

It was really inspiring to me to learn that a group of unknown artists could exact so much
influence. I'd grown up believing that to make it as an artist would require relocating to
someplace like New York or Los Angeles. And though I'd heard “Man in the Box” thousands
of times, I never bothered to learn the story behind the music. Probably because I thought it
was played out by the time I became a teenager. But I'm glad I missed the party, because I
learned the truth about Grunge at the time when I needed it the most. I had aspirations to
be an author, but felt like I couldn’t because I didn’t have a degree or industry connections.
So the story behind the Grunge Movement really moved me. To me, it was a story about a
group of societal underdogs who shunned convention and created something that spoke to
their community. And in doing so, they created a new sound that, in my opinion, was pretty
awesome. I thought that if a modest guy from Aberdeen could become the world’s biggest
rock star, then I could most definitely write a novel, regardless of whether I had a degree in
Creative Writing.




SAMPLE Q&A

Pine City
Press

What makes your novel relevant today?

My goal with this story was to show how the effects of racism, abuse and poverty are passed
to the next generation until the cycle is broken. But breaking that cycle isn’t easy, and not
everyone is able to do it on their own. And it’s especially hard when there is a 400-year-old
system that is still operating on oppressive principles. I believe now, with Covid-19 and the
Black Lives Matter Movement, it is all the more apparent how vital empathy and knowledge
is to our community, which is something even Monti must learn in order to find the
happiness and stability she is looking for.




